Future perspective Essential facts

: The Gabonese Republic
OIL FUELS Gabon's economy today, but in future more . £ West Africa’ t
of its wealth is expected to come from its many other 15 ONE O es_ fica’s oS
resources. Gabon is mineral-rich and set to become one stable countries and boasts one of

of the world’s leading producers of manganese, while its i the highest incomes per capita thanks
forestry sector, home to more than 400 species ofllarge i to its oil wealth. Abundant natural
trees, already accounts for 2.5 per cent of GDP. Thirteen d forei ivate i t
recently created national parks and the world’s second- : Fesources an or.elgn private invest-
largest rainforest mean that Gabon is also set to hit the ment have combined to make Gabon

world tourism stage. It all adds up to prosperity. B the envy of its neighbours
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Historical perspective |
: HEAD OF STATE

BANTU ETHNIC groups arrived in Gabon about 4,500 years ago GDP
but little is known of tribal life before European contact. Tribal art : i
suggests a rich cultural heritage however. The Portuguese arrived in
the 15th century and named the country after the Portuguese word CAPITAL GDP PER CAPITA
‘gabao’, a coast with a sleeve and hood, resembling the shape of
the Komo River. The British, French and Dutch followed in the 16th
century, as the coastline became a centre for the slave trade. In AREA MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS
1839, the French took control when a local Mpongwe ruler signed
sovereignty over to them. Soon the first missionaries arrived:
American Protestants and French Roman Catholics. The French ran
anti-slavery naval patrols from the 1820s and captured a slave ship
in 1849 and released the slaves, whereupon they named their set- : POPULATION MAIN EXPORTS
tlement Libreville (Free Town). In 1910, Gabon became one of the
four territories of the Federation of French Equatorial Africa (AEF)
along with Chad, Congo (Brazzaville) and the Central African GEOGRAPHY LANGUAGES
Republic. The AEF fought for Charles de Gaulle’s Free France RELIGION
during the Second World War. In 1958, Gabon voted to become
an autonomous republic and in 1960 achieved independence. Léon EMBASSIES OF GABON

ba was elected President in 1961 and ruled until his death in

967. His hand-picked successor was Albert Bernard Bongo who in H H
90 declared Gabon a multi-party democracy. PEOPLE
: GOVERNMENT :
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Find out more about Du Chaillu on page 32
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A Superb Sunbird: sunbirds are tiny jewels of the tropics. % ELECTRICITY
In search of nectar, they hover at flowers but don't fly g
backwards as hummingbirds do. They live in the forests of %
Gabon. Above: An engraving shows explorer Paul Du E MONETARY UNIT United States
Chaillu’s retreat from Ashango country after an accident % CLIMATE NATURAL RESOURCES
involving a gun in 1865 caused the death of two natives. S
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